\memational Worksho
o

Ag@$n~Momma3

Water poverty

and social crisis 2th — 15th december 2005

Perspectives for research
and action

Call for Papers

Research on c]eveloPment has adciressed, seParate|9J questions of water management and
access, and cluestions of poverty. Each has been accomPanied bg much Public cie%ate. Man
meetings have taken Place on water, and Povertg as been on the agenda of internationaéi
organizations, including NGOs. However, articulation between modes of organizing water and
the Persistence of poverty has been relativelg neglected in the social sciences. For examPleJ
India and Bangladesh in the 1990s was an era of Green Revolution and intensification of
irrigation, wnicéseemed to have no effect on the Persistence of a stratum of their Populations
with extreme Povertg.

159 water Povert9 we mean the articulation of three dimensions concerningtne relations of users
and consumers of water:

. Poverty: the Povertg of Peasants and other users of the water, ta|<ing into account the real
income and expenses of households and/or individuals.

« Access and exclusion: access without constraints, Particuiarig financial constraints, to water
of sufficient quantitg and quaiitg over the iong term.

. ParticiPation: active and effective ParticiPation in the management of the resource, and in
administrative,jural, Political and economic Procedures of &ecision~ma|<ing.

How can we articulate research on two essential facets of economic and social develoPment of
the South: access to water (domestic) irrigation) and the resolution of social crises?

Those who live in social crisis may not be able to exercise effective demand for water for some
uses. The poor do not alwags have access to water for irrigation) and the water tneg can get s
often just sufficient for domestic uses. This fact means a serious reduction in their Productive
caPacities.. Inthis context one would raise questions of governance and knowie&ge, the absence
of collective organizations, and the co”aPse of social caPital.



The Wor|<sho[:> will aPProaci'l the reiationshil:) between water Povertg and social crises without
Priviieging one factor over the other as explanation. It will tryto identiicy those who are deprived
of a water suPPig, and the constraints that exist amogg the poor for domestic and pro uctive
water. Using comParisons these questions will be discussed at the level of individuals, of
housei’iolds, of social groups, of terntorial groups (urban nei hbornoods, municil:)al territories),
as well as of Populations sulzjectcd to grand forms of sociaigexciusion (asin forced migration) .
The worksnop will also examine these matters from the supplg and demand Point of view.

The worksnop will be a venue for a debate between researchers and NGO members (eitner/ or
researci’i or action orien’ced) on tne issues of water anci/ or Povert\tj‘

The Workshop will have two distinct time Pnases. The first two ciags will be devoted to the
resentations of the «academics contributions of the researchers. The last two dags are for the
Prcsentations of the communications of the NGO members.

After the worksnola a book will be Publisneci of selected papers.

PaPers can be Presented in Frf:ncnJ Englisn, or SPanisn

Proposais (al page abstract} would be sent to:
Nathalie Finot, natnaiie.iinot@mpl.ird.icr and Habib Ayeb, Habib.Ageb@irci.icr

Deadline of recePtion of the Proposals: Mag 3lst 2005
Notification of acceptance: June 50tn 2005
Deadline for submitting paper: October §Otn 2005

The workshop IS suPPortecl i:)g IRD, IDRC, and the Ford Foundation



